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      Tuna el-Gebel – The City of the Dead

Scroll down to follow us on a multidisciplinary research
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      Discover the largest cemetery of Graeco-Roman Egypt

Temples, houses and tombs, animal worship and human necropolis – Tuna el-Gebel is a fascinating site about 270 km south of Cairo, as long as the crow flies. Since more than 100 years archaeologists attempt to discover the secrets in the sand of the desert. Most of the buildings belong to the Ptolemaic and Roman period between 300 BC and 300 AD.

To the south of the site a large cemetery is located. The first tombs were erected in this area around 300 BC. Being built of local shell-limestone and having a temple-like structure, the excavator Sami Gabra named them »temple tombs«. The early Roman period, if not before, saw the building of the first mud brick tombs at the site called »house tombs« according to the material and the design. As a result of the new building technique, the urbanization of the cemetery increased, and more and more people were buried in this area. Finally, the necropolis converted to a city-like structure from north to south, within its core the famous tomb of Petosiris.
  
  
  








        
  
      Succesful Excavation Season and News
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  2023 – Sixth season of excavation


  
    The excavations in the Petosiris Necropolis of Tuna el-Gebel continued in autumn 2023.
  


      Read more … 2023 – Sixth season of excavation
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  New volume published!


  
    We proudly present the recently published second volume of our series about the Petosiris Necropolis at Tuna el-Gebel!

 

Katja Lembke – Jenny H. Schlehofer (Eds.),

Die Petosiris-Nekropole von Tuna el-Gebel,

Band 2: Die Häusergruppen 1 und 2, die Südgruppe, Site Management am Grab des Petosiris

und Dachentwässerungstechniken (Ergon-Verlag, Baden-Baden 2023)
  


      Read more … New volume published!

  



      









        
  
      Donate Today

This website is maintained by the Tuna el-Gebel project under the direction of the Landesmuseum Hannover, Germany.

You can help! Please make a donation and sign up for updates. Thanks!

We appreciate a donation for the urgent and extensive conservation we regularly carry out in Tuna el-Gebel.

Please use this donation account:

IBAN: DE46 2505 0000 0106 0370 47

BIC: NOLADE2H

Bank: Nord/LB Hanover

Please be sure to indicate as purpose of use: Project Tuna el-Gebel, Conservation.

We would be happy to send you a donation receipt, for which we would need your private address (contact us here).
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